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Introduction 
This document provides a comprehensive comparison of the key functionalities, strengths and 
limitations when using either Moodle Assignment or Turnitin for assessments.  It will assist you 
with gaining a greater understanding of both tools distinct features, which will ultimately enable 
you to make an informed decision on the best tool to use for your assessment use case.  

Moodle Assignment 
Is an activity created by and hosted on Moodle that facilitates the collection and evaluation of 
student submissions. 

Turnitin  
Turnitin is an online system that helps you to manage the submission of assignments and 
coursework. It allows you and your students to check writing for referencing omissions, citation 
issues, and potential instances of plagiarism. At MIC students and staff members access 
Turnitin 

 

Assessment Types 
Assessment Examples Moodle Assignment Turnitin Remarks 
Standard 
Text/Presentation (Low 
Graphics) 

  Turnitin works best with 
standard text submissions, 
as text is expected in order 
to generate a similarity 
score. 

Multimedia Submissions 
and Low/Non-text 
submissions 

  Turnitin has difficulty 
accepting multimedia 
submission, converts to 
PDF.  
Assignment – PowerPoint, 
Video submissions 
compatible.  

Multi-part/Multi-media 
Single versus Multiple 
Uploads Permitted 

  Turnitin - multipart 
assignments discontinued 
with update in the summer. 
Assignment – Possible to 
upload multiple files to one 
assignment.  
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Non-submission Grading 
items 
(Performance/production) 

  Turnitin – Not fully 
compatible. 
Assignment – Submission 
can be disabled, to allow for 
only grading and feedback 

 

 

Workflow Types 
Workflow 
Types 

Moodle 
Assignment 

Turnitin Remarks Image examples 

Marking 
Workflow  
For Grading 
and Feedback 
 

  Assignment – 
Facility that enables 
graders to organise 
their grading and 
feedback into 
specific stages. 
 
  
 

 
Multiple 
uploads 
permitted 
 

  Turnitin – Only one submission is permitted. 
Assignment – maximum 20 uploaded files. 
File upload limit – 100mb 

Similarity 
checking 
(quantifies 
how similar a 
piece of work 
is to other 
pieces of 
writing) 

  Turnitin – Enabled by default, reports generate 
after due date has passed 
Assignment – Similarity checking can now be 
enabled within Assignment. 
   

 

Grading 
Scales 

  Assignment – Scales can be used to grade as an 
alternative to point.   
Turnitin – Grades can only be in point format. 
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Grading 
Ranges 

  Turnitin – Feedback studio allows graders to 
modify the total grade, after applying marks to 
rubric or grading forms.  
Assignment – Updates to total grades can only be 
completed as an override in Moodle Gradebook.  

 
 

File Format 
Constraints  
 

  Assignment – Can be setup to only allow certain 
file types.  
Turnitin – Cannot constrain to certain file types. 

  
 

Post Date 
 

 

 

Turnitin - Date/Time can be set for the release of 
grades and feedback.  
Assignment – Not available, use marking 
workflow 

Calendar 
Functionality  
 

  The due date for 
both Turnitin and 
Assignment 
submissions can be 
made visible using 
Calendar.   

Confirmation 
of Submission 
 

  Assignment – If 
preferences are set.  
Turnitin – Digital 
Receipt are 
received by 
students. 

 

Associate a 
Marker/Grader 
with a 
submission 
 

  Turnitin – No way to allocate specific markers 
with student submissions. Group Mode may be 
utilised to organise grading.  
Assignment – Feature available to allocate 
markers with student submissions 

Access to 
Hyperlink 
Resources  
 

  Turnitin – URL links submitted would be 
embedded into the file.  
Assignment – Online text submissions. Quick 
access to URL submissions within Assignment.   
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Using Feedback 
 Moodle Assignment Turnitin 
Interface Moodle Assignment default interface.  

View all submissions > Grade > Marking 
Workflow 

Feedback Studio interface. Upgrade 
coming in the summer which 
revamped the feedback and grading 
experience 

 

Feedback 
Types 

• Feedback comments 
• Annotate PDF 
• Offline Grading 
• Feedback Files 
• Audio and Video Feedback 
• Rubric and Grading Forms 

 

• Text summary comments 
• Audio Feedback 
• Strikethrough and inline 

comments 
• Bubble comments 
• QuickMark Sets 
• Rubrics and Grading Forms 

 

Things to be aware of… 
Moodle Assignment  Turnitin 
Mahara assignment submissions Not Multi-Media friendly 
Group submissions Group Mode – for organising grading 
Formative Development of Assignments 
(Submission of Drafts > Final Version) 

Removal of Multi-part assignment 

New interface with Moodle 4.5  Updated interface with upgrade to Turnitin LTI 
1.3 

Ensuring that your configs are correct before release to accept submissions 
 

 

 

 Contact us at lead@mic.ul.ie to discuss any of the topics further.  

 

 

 

https://lead.mic.ul.ie/moodle/understanding-groups-in-moodle
mailto:lead@mic.ul.ie

