Questions and Answers regarding PME 2025 Entry

Q. What is the application fee and is it refundable?
A. The application fee is €50 and it is not refundable

Q. What is the closing date for receipt of applications?
A. The closing date is 7th April 2025  at 5pm

Q.  Will there be an interview this year for the PME at Mary Immaculate College?
A. No there won’t be any interview this year.  Applicants will be vetted by means of a points system.   Full details are on the ‘How to Apply’ section of the PME Information on our website www.mic.ul.ie

Q. I did not get 65% in the TEG B1 exam, can I apply for the PME at Mary Immaculate College?
A. You need a score of 65% or higher in the oral component of the TEG B1 in order to be eligible to apply, and this must have been achieved before the closing date of 7th April 2025.  Prospective applicants intending to take the TEG Oral Irish after 7th April 2025 will not be eligible to apply.

Q. I already have a B1 (or higher) TEG, and I have taken this examination since April 2023, do I need to do the B1 TEG Oral Irish component for entry in 2025?
A. If you have taken this examination in 2023 or 2024 and you scored 65% or higher in the Oral Irish examination at B1 level, 50% or higher at B2 level and 60% or higher at C1 level, then you do not need to retake this examination for 2025 entry.

Q. I have a pass in the TEG B2 or TEG C1 Oral Irish examination and wish to apply for the PME, what percentage is deemed a pass in either of these exams?
A. A pass for the B2 oral exam is 50% and for the C1 oral exam it is 60%.

Q. I do not meet the H4 Leaving Cert requirement in Irish but am taking the B2 or CI TEG, which is accepted as an alternative to the leaving cert qualification.  I will be taking this exam and getting results before 11th July 2025, am I therefore eligible to apply for the PME?
A. If you are taking an acceptable alternative to Leaving Cert Irish as per the Department of Education Regulations, and will have completed the exam with results issued before 11th July 2025 then you are eligible to apply for the PME.  Unfortunately if you are waiting for results after -11th July then you are not eligible to apply in 2025.  If you are completing the higher level TEG as an alternative to the B1 level requirement for the Irish oral, then results of this must be available by the closing date for applications 7th April 2025 and documentation must be uploaded with your application.  The Irish oral requirement for TEG has to be met by the application deadline, regardless of the level of TEG taken or the reason for taking the TEG (alternative to H4 Irish).

Q. I do not have a H4 or higher in Irish at Leaving Cert level.  I have a B2 or higher TEG which is accepted as an alternative to the leaving cert qualification.  I took this examination within the past two years, do I need to take the TEG B1 level Oral Irish exam in order to be eligible for the PME in 2025?
A. As you have successfully completed the B2 TEG exam (or higher) within the previous two years, you do not need to take the TEG level B1 Oral Irish exam, provided you achieved a minimum of 50% in the Oral Irish at B2 level, or a minimum of 60% in the Oral Irish at C1 level.

Q. I am sitting the Leaving Cert in June of 2025 to make up the entry requirements, am I eligible to apply for 2025?
A. If you are sitting the Leaving Cert in 2025 in order to meet a minimum entry requirement in a subject(s) then unfortunately you are not eligible to apply for the 2025 competition and will have to wait until 2026.

Q. How do I get my documents certified as true copies of the originals?
A. In order to certify documents, applicants must bring the original document and a photocopy of it to a competent authority such as a Priest, Solicitor, Doctor, Justice of the Peace, member of An Garda Siochana etc.  That authority must then stamp and sign the photocopy to certify that it is a true copy of the original.  Applicants must then upload the certified copy to their application.  Photos of originals not certified will not be accepted

Q. I have forgotten to upload previous educational experience for points purposes with my application by the closing date, what can I do?
A. Unfortunately, if you forget to upload some information, it cannot be accepted after the closing date and you will be awarded points based on what has been uploaded only.  Please note that MIC will not accept any documentation by email or by post, so all documentation must be uploaded with the application form by-- April 2025.  Applicants can be offered places, provisional to their being successful in their final undergraduate degree examination, if not already completed.

Q. What supporting documentation regarding my academic qualifications should I upload with my application form?
A. At the time of application, applicants must upload any documentation for which points will be awarded.  An original copy or certified photocopy of the full transcript/ statement of results obtained on the completion of EACH year of study to date should be uploaded.  Undergraduate applicants are assessed on the last full set of results (NOT Erasmus or equivalent).  Graduate applicants are assessed based on their overall degree results achieved.  Applicants should send in a copy of their diploma supplement if they have one.  Results being submitted for assessment purposes must be in percentage %, QCA or GPA format only.  Please submit a statement from your College/University confirming your ECTS if it is not clear from your transcripts.

Q. I only have a copy of my provisional Leaving Certificate results, will this be acceptable?
A. Applicants must submit a copy of either an official cert or official statement of results.  If you do not have a copy of one of these then you will need to order a copy from the State Examinations Commission (SEC).  Please allow sufficient time for this document to be issued and then you need to have it certified before uploading it with your application form.

Q. I am completing a Masters Degree but will not have results until the end of March 2025, will the masters be awarded points?
A. Please note that all qualifications must have been awarded by 1st March in the year of application to be included for points purposes, so if they are awarded by end of March they cannot be included.

Q. What verification is required for paid employment or voluntary work?
A. A letter from employer certifying the dates, nature of employment and salary should be provided for paid employment, or a completed employer reference form which is available on our website.  For voluntary work, a letter on headed notepaper from an official of the organisation with whom the applicant volunteered should be provided.  Please note only paid work up to 1st March 2025 and voluntary work up to 1st March 2025 will be considered for points purposes.

Q. Will I have to pay an acceptance deposit if offered a place on the PME?
A. All those wishing to accept an offer of a place on the PME will have to pay a non refundable deposit of €500, regardless of whether they are entitled to a grant or not.  This money will be credited to the applicant’s fees account with MIC.

Q. What if the number of people on equal points exceeds the number of places available on the PME?
A. Unfortunately if this happens, then the College will have to use random selection, after evaluation of each applicant has been completed.

