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Spring 2021 Lecture Series

WE HAVE AN EXCITING LINEUP OF SPEAKERS
COVERING A BROAD RANGE OF TOPICS

FOR OUR SPRING 2021 LECTURE SERIES
VIA MICROSOFT TEAMS.

27/1/2021 MARK REGAN, RESEARCH ASSISTANT ESRI, ‘CHILD POVERTY AND THE PANDEMIC'
3/2/2021 PROFESSOR GAVIN D'COSTA, UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL, ‘CATHOLICS AND JEWS: THE
DISPUTED QUESTION OF “MISSION™’

10/2/2021 VIVEK DA SILVA, VERITAS IRELAND, ‘RELATIONSHIP AND SEXUALITY EDUCATION IN
SCHOOLS IN IRELAND’

17/2/2021 CAELAINN HOGAN, ‘REPUBLIC OF SHAME: MAGDALEN LAUNDRIES OF IRELAND AND THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH’

24/2/2021 DR IAN HICKEY, 11CS, ‘A DOOR INTO THE LIGHT: CATHOLICISM IN THE POETRY OF
SEAMUS HEANEY’

3/3/2021 DR ROS STUART-BUTTLE, LIVERPOOL HOPE UNIVERSITY, ‘AUTHORITY, PEDAGOGY, AND
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ONLINE’

10/3/2021 DR DONNA DOHERTY, ULSTER UNIVERSITY, ‘EXPLORING THE ROLE OF RELIGIOUS BOOK
PUBLISHING IN LIFELONG RELIGIOUS EDUCATION’

24/3/2021 CARLEIGH GARCIA, IICS, ‘COUNTRY GIRLS" SHAME: IRISH CATHOLICISM IN EDNA
0’BRIEN'S INFAMOUS TRILOGY AND EPILOGUE’

7/4/2021 CATHERINE STAPLETON, MIC, ‘A REFLECTION ON SCHOOL ETHOS AND RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION’

14/4/2021 PROFESSOR PETER FINN KSG, PRINCIPAL OF ST. MARY'S UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, BELFAST,
CATHOLIC HIGHER EDUCATION
21/4/2021 DR AOIFE NEARY, UL, ‘TRANSGENDER EQUALITY IN SCHOOLS’

28/4/2021 ALICE LEARY, ALICE LEAHY TRUST, ‘WASTING TIME WITH PEOPLE’
5/5/2021 MICHEAL 0’ SUILLEABHAIN, ‘TEACHING VIRTUOSITY AND IRISH RAP’
12/5/2021 DR TOM FINNEGAN, MIC, ‘COMPARATIVE RE IN CATHOLIC SCHOOLS’
19/5/2021 DR AMY HEALY AND PROFESSOR MICHAEL BREEN, MIC, ‘HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND
EXPLOITATION, THE ISLAND OF IRELAND’

PICTURED: CARLEIGH GARCIA CHAIRING THE LECTURE BY CAELAINN HOGAN.



GRACE IS LOOKING FOR SOMEONE WHO WILL ESTABLISH A CLEAR BASELINE AND A SET OF SIGNPOSTS FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF VALUE-LED CATHOLIC EDUCATION IN DIVERSE SETTINGS IN THE REPUBLIC OF IRELAND BY:

* UNDERTAKING A COMPLETE STAKEHOLDER MAPPING THAT IDENTIFIES ALL THE RELEVANT ACTORS, AND ASSESSES
THEIR VISION AND ROLES - ACTUAL AND POTENTIAL - IN CONTRIBUTING TO THE PROVISION OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION
AT BOTH PRIMARY AND SECONDARY LEVELS;

* CAPTURING AND CLASSIFYING THE VALUES THAT UNDERPIN STAKEHOLDERS’ APPROACHES; AND

* ESTABLISHING STAKEHOLDERS' CAPACITY TO PROGRESS AND FURTHER CATHOLIC EDUCATION;

* ASSISTING IN THE DISSEMINATION OF RESEARCH FINDINGS INCLUDING THROUGH CONFERENCE PRESENTATION

AND PUBLICATION.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE G.R.A.C.E. PROJECT SEE: HTTPS://WWW.MIC.UL.IE/FACULTY-OF-ARTS/DEPARTMENT/
THEOLOGY-RELIGIOUS-STUDIES/GRACE?INDEX=0

?1)'HE FULL JOB DESCRIPTION CAN BE FOUND AT: HTTPS://WWW.MIC.UL.IE/ABOUT-MIC/VACANCIES
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Professor Gavin D'Costa, FEATURED RESEARCHERS

University of Bristol
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Prof. Gavin D'Costa is Professor in
Catholic Theology at the University of
Bristol. He was born in Kenya, East
Africa and he completed a degree in
English and Theology at Birmingham
University before completing his
doctorate in the University of
Cambridge. His acclaimed research
career began with his doctoral work on
John Hick’s theology of religions and
the publication of Theology and
Religious Pluralism: the challenge of
other religions (1986) and John Hick’s
Theology of Religions: a critical
evaluation (1987). Since then his
research has focused on modern Roman
Catholic theology, systematic theology,
theology of religions and aspects of
philosophical theology related to
religious pluralism. He has held the
Joseph McCarthy Professorship at the
Gregorian University, Rome. In
2021-2022 he will be visiting Professor
at the Angelicum Pontifical University,
Rome. Gavin acts as an advisor to the
Roman Catholic Church in England and
Wales and the Anglican Church on
matters of interreligious dialogue and
theology. He also advises the Pontifical
Council for Interreligious Dialogue. His
contribution to research has been
enormous with 12 authored books and 9
edited books; 142 Academic Journal
articles and 66 Chapters in books. In
Spring 2021 he gave a guest lecture to
the IICS reflecting on Catholic-Jewish
dialogue, drawing on recent research as
well as his book Catholic Doctrines on
the Jewish People after Vatican II
(2019).
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Human trafficking is a global issue on an enormous scale. It is estimated by the International
Labour Organisation (ILO) that the total illegal profits obtained from the use of forced labour
worldwide amount to US$150.2 billion per year. The ILO estimate in 2016 was for more than
40 million victims. In 2020 the UNODC listed the 8 most prevalent forms of exploitation
among detected trafficking victims: sexual exploitation, forced labour, criminal activity,
begging, forced marriage, baby selling, organ removal, and mixed forms where more than
one type of exploitation occurred. No country is immune to this crime.The Human Trafficking
and Exploitation Project in Ireland (HTEPII) is a research project led by Mary Immaculate
College (MIC) which brings together the experience and expertise of researchers and personnel
at An Garda Siochana, the Irish Department of Justice & Equality, the Police Service of
Northern Ireland, the Department of Justice Northern Ireland and MIC in an effort to share
their resources in a project that addresses aspects of the societal challenge posed by human
trafficking and modern-day slavery in Ireland.

The primary purpose of the project has been the generation and analysis of data relating

to the scale and scope of human trafficking into and within the island of Ireland. The project
has delivered a comprehensive overview and rigorous assessment of human trafficking in
Ireland, and has made a series of recommendations to assist in the provision of care for
victims as well as future investigation and prevention of this crime. The project was led by
Professor Michael Healy Professor Michael Breen, and Dr Amy Erbe Healy.

[ICS RESEARCH &
FEATURED RESEARCH

The IICS is undertaking research designed to help to understand the impact of clerical child
sex abuse in Ireland and the failure of the Church to respond appropriately to it. Phase One of
this listening exercise involves an overview of publications and scholarly articles exploring the
nature of clerical child sex-abuse in Ireland, the Church’s official response to it, Government
inquiries and media coverage of the events. Researchers from the IICS carried out voluntary,
on-line, semi-structured interviews with adult members of the public, coming from a variety
of religious and secular backgrounds. The purpose of the research was to listen to participants
to discern what impact clerical child-sex abuse had on their attitudes toward and
understanding of Catholicism in Ireland. The purpose of this listening exercise is to
understand more fully what gave rise to these horrific abuses and to ensure that they will
never be replicated again within the Catholic church. The focus of the research is on what can
be learned from participants’ perceptions and understanding of the abuses. The research
findings will be disseminated by Dr. Patricia Kieran and Dr. Ian Hickey through conference
presentations and in a scholarly article. ) par



Future Visiting
Professor to
the Irish
Institute for
Catholie

Studies
2021-2022

Pictured: Professor Mare A
Hight and his dachshund,
Adel

Mare A. Hight, Professor of Philosophy at Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia USA, plans to return to Mary
Immaculate College during the 2021-2022 academie year. He last visited Limerick in 2008 when he spoke
about the philosophy of religion of George Berkeley, arguably Ireland’s most famous philosopher. Hight
specializes in early modern philosophy and has published numerous articles in the field. In addition, he is the
author of Idea and Ontology (Penn State, 2008) and The Correspondence of George Berkeley (Cambridge,
2013). Most recently Hight has been working in the philosophy of economies and analytic theology. He hopes
to spend time in Ireland doing additional research on Berkeley, but more importantly he envisions working
on his next book project. Tentatively titled Good Christians are Immaterialists, Hight argues that one’s
ontological assumptions (our views aboul the fundamental nature of reality) profoundly impact the
plausibility and nature of religious belief. By examining the Christian mysteries, Hight asserts both that
Christianity is more robust if one rejects the existence of material substance and that there is good evidence
(from Seripture, by argument, and from the history of the Church) that Christians need not be materialists.
Hight envisions his project as a part of a larger research theme exploring the rationality of religious belief
and what elevates belief into reasoned faith.

Some of his recent work in political economy includes ‘Better off as judged by themselves: a critical analysis
of the coneeptual foundations of nudging’ (Cambridge Journal of Economics), ‘Poverty and Prosperity: The
Irish School of Political Economy, ‘Berkeley’s Economic Thought and “A Catholic Enlightenment in Ireland?”
(all forthcoming). In the philosophy of religion, some of Hight's publications include ‘Immaterialism,
Miracles, and Natural Law’ in Idealism and Christian Philosophy, edited by Jim Spiegel, Mark Hamilton,
Steve Cowan, and Joshua Farris (Bloomsbury Press, 2017; ‘Preserving the Torments of Hell: Berkeleian
Immaterialism and the Afterlife’ (Science § Esprit); “The Son More Visible: Immaterialism and the
Incarnation’, with Joshua Bohannon, Modern Theology, ‘How Immaterialism Can Save Your Soul’, (Revue
Philosophique) and “Berkeley and Bodily Resurrection,” (Journal of the History of Philosephy)
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Deadline for | gﬁ M ‘ ( :

March 2021 MARY IMMACULATE COLLEGE
Abstracts of 300 wa

with a brief bio and cc

details should be sent to

ian.hickey@mic.ul.ie

ON CATHOLICISM
IN IRELAND AND BEYOND

Professor Richard Kearney, Boston College, USA.

Professor Tom Inglis, University College Dublin, Ireland.
Professor Emeritus Marie Parker-Jenkins, University of Limé
Ireland.

Dr Noirin Ni Riain, Limerick, Ireland.

Mark Patrick Hederman OSB, Glenstal Abbey, Ireland.

Rita Ann Higgins, Poet, Galway, Ireland.

Dr Liam Chambers, Mary Immaculate College, Ireland
8 m Adobe Spark



Overview:

The inaugural 2021 ‘Interdisciplinary Perspectives ‘

on Catholicism in Ireland and Beyond’ conference, 1€ and tOplCS
organised by the Irish Institute for Catholic
Studies in Mary Immaculate College, will facilitate udlng but not limited
an interdisciplinary discussion of Catholicism to:

across the Humanities and Education. The aim of .

this conference is to bring together scholars, o Catholic Aesthetics
writers, educators, artists and musicians across a s
« Catholicism and

wide range of disciplines and perspectives to
discuss Catholicism in Ireland and beyond, both Architecture
past and present. Conference participants are gy
invited to explore diverse aspects of Catholicism « Catholicism and Culture

and its impact on culture and tradition both . .
nationally and internationally. As an « Catholic Education

interdisciplinary organisation, the Irish Institute « Catholic Ethics
for Catholic Studies welcomes papers from

scholars / writers working in, amongst others, o Catholicism and the
art, architecture, cultural studies, education .
ger;der studies, l’listory, law, liter’ature, soci(’)logy, Environment

media, musicology, politics, philosophy, theology e Catholicism and
and the visual arts. 4

Literature

 Catholic Media and Social
In light of the current COVID-19 pandemic we also

welcome papers that address new angles and visions Media - :
in terms of Catholicism and the contemporary world. « Catholicism and Music

The conference is open to presentations from early s e
career and established scholars and writers in « Catholicism and

Ireland and internationally. As well as a selection of NOIl—IEligiOllS Belief
interdisciplinary keynotes by internationally sl :
established experts in the field, there will be three * CthOIIClsm and Social
categories of presentation: Justice

« Digital Poster Presentation summarising work O
pre-recorded with voiceover (3 minute max). . CathOhCIsm i
« Short pre-recorded video presenting a key aspect of
research (5 minute).

« 15 minute paper presented on Microsoft Teams .. 9
followed by a 5 minute live Q&A*. Inter-religioust

relationships

A bursary of 100 euro will be presented to « New Directions i

three outstanding posters / 5-minute Catholic Theology
presentations / papers by postgraduate : ‘s S
students. The deadline for proposals is 19 - History of Catholicism
March 2021. Abstracts of 300 words along « Legacy of Catholicism
with a brief bio and contact details should . Political Engagement

be sent to ian.hickey@mic.ul.ie 8
« Women and Catholicism
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GO TO WWW.MIC.UL.IE/IICS
AND CLICK ON THE ‘BLOG’ TAB

More than 150 people across Ireland attended an
online candlelight vigil to honour the memory of
murdered African Irish man, George Nkencho. He
was shot and killed by armed gardai in an
incident that involved a kitchen knife. His
killing, outside his family home in Dublin on
December 30th, led to anger and outrage by
many, especially the black community in Ireland.
Following this, protesters gathered for several
days outside the Blanchardstown Garda station to
demand justice.

In the case of the death of Nkencho, protesters
and BLM activists again raised many concerns,
including racial bias and profiling of black people
by gardai, and systemic racism in Ireland in
general. They wept, knelt, and marched in
protests, but also importantly, they prayed in
protests. Prayer and fasting initiatives for the
healing of the family of Mr Nkencho were
organised among black communities across
Ireland and one could be forgiven for thinking
this was the first-time prayers were pivotal at
protests organised by BLM. Just recently, prayers
were a regular feature throughout the Floyd
protests in America, United Kingdom, Ireland and
many parts of the world, and few people will
disagree that this is integral to BLM.

I argue that this aspect of the struggle - prayers
- makes BLM a unique liberation movement,
and it is easy to see why. Most of the recent
BLM protests address the theme of death. One
may argue that most people tend to seek the
face of God during crisis, sad, traumatic, and
violent end to life. That is true. There is,
however, a distinctive way black people pray,
and in America, as well as most parts of the
world where Africans are present, their struggle
for equality and justice is also fought through
prayers that very often include chants, and
weeping. Their practical testimonies are
cemented in the hope that alongside protests,
“God will make a way where there seems to

be no way” (Isaiah 43:19). Even for some
non-believers, this belief can uplift and elevate
one’s faith in the omnibenevolent.

Though one does not have to be religious to
pray, many activists of the BLM movement
believe that they must be faithfully devoted

to the cause and robustly prayerful for a future
of inclusion, justice, and equality of all black
lives.
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THE [1CS IS EXCITED TO WELCOME

BACK OUR FORMER RESEARCH

ASSISTANT, DR |IAN HICKEY, AS
A POST-DOCTORAL RESEARCHER.

l ~A IICS Team
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PROFESSOR LIAM GEARON, UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD

PROFESSOR JOHN SULLIVAN, LIVERPOOL HOPE UNIVERSITY
DR ROS STUART-BUTTLE, LIVERPOOL HOPE UNIVERSITY

2020-2021
[1CS VISITING
PROFESSOR,
, PROFESSOR
/ LIAM GEARON
DIRECTOR OF

THE 11CS, DR
PATRICIA KIERAN
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